[Immunohistochemical determination of cell cycle regulatory proteins. No prognostic significance in advanced squamous epithelial carcinomas of the head-neck area].
In recent years, a number of molecular markers have been tested for their potential to predict the outcome after radiotherapy or radiochemotherapy in patients with advanced head and neck squamous cell carcinomas (HNSCC). These studies have produced controversial results. The expression patterns of the proteins p53, pRb, cyclinD1, cdk4, p21(CIP1/WAF1), p16(INK4a), bcl-2, and mib-1/ki-67 were analyzed in pretreatment tumor biopsies of 53 patients with advanced nonresectable head and neck squamous cell carcinomas (mainly UICC IV). The patterns obtained were compared with clinical outcome after accelerated radiochemotherapy with carboplatin and 5-fluorouracil or accelerated fractionated radiotherapy alone, respectively. The expression patterns of the proteins examined did not correlate with response to therapy or with further clinical course. In patients with advanced head and neck squamous cell carcinomas, the prognostic relevance of pretreatment expression patterns of the proteins investigated in this study, particularly p53, cyclinD1, and cdk4, has to be questioned.